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HPC 2021-16 Jeffrey and Jennifer Johnson 

  127 Washington Avenue 

Proposed Work 

Front Porch 

The applicant proposes to rebuild the porch at the front facade of their 1870’s home.  Their home is one 

of three “stick-style” houses designed by the Philadelphia-based Architect, Samuel Sloan, in the Borough 

of Haddonfield. The applicant worked with the Haddonfield Historical Society and the Library but have 

found no documentation or historical photographs of the design of the front porch.  The Sanborn Maps, 

the 19th and early 20th century fire insurance maps, show a diagrammatic footprint of the residence at 127 

Washington Avenue in 1897, 1902, 1908, 1914, and 1923. In the 1897, 1902 and 1908 editions, the front 

porch extends across the building above the front door and the paired windows on the right side of the 

front elevation. In the 1914 and 1923 editions, the porch continues to extend across the front of the 

building, but then wraps around the right corner of the front elevation and terminates into a projecting 

bay.  Currently, there is no projecting bay, and there appears to be no evidence that there was a bay on the 

right side of the residence. 

The applicant elected to reconstruct the front porch shown in the 1897, 1902 and 1908 editions of the 

Sanborn Maps, because this footprint most closely resembles the existing configuration of the front and 

right side of the building facing Washington Avenue. They propose to use the diagrammatic footprint 

shown in these early Sanborn Maps, the existing details on their historic home, and some of the detailing 

of the porches on the two other Sloane houses in Haddonfield to inform the design of the proposed front 

porch. 

The following work is proposed:  

• New painted wood columns with chamfered edges to match existing at the back porch. 

• New painted wood trim, brackets, and railings to match existing at the back porch. 

• The existing brick floor will remain. 

• The existing brick foundation will remain. 

• A painted wood skirt will be installed. 

Board of Commissioners 

Colleen Bianco Bezich 
Mayor 

 Director of Public Affairs & Public Safety 
 

Kevin Roche 
Director of Revenue and Finance 
 

Frank Troy 
Director of Public Works, Parks & Public Property 



242 Kings Highway East · Haddonfield NJ 08033-0969 

phone: (856) 429-4700 · fax: (856) 795-1445 

October 2021 HPC Report 

HPC 2021-16 

Page 2 

 

• New slate roofing with straight and fish scale shingles will be installed to match the detailing of the 

slate roof at the back porch. 

• The flat part of the porch roofing will be TPO [GAF]. 

• Ceiling of Porch:  Painted tongue and groove beadboard. 

• Railing at Steps will be cast iron [Architectural Iron Company]. 

• Railing at Porch will be painted wood sawn balusters. 

• New wrought iron cresting will be added to the top of the porch roof as shown and to the top of the 

first floor bay roof adjacent to the porch matching the cresting at the roof at the second floor bay 

window. [Architectural Iron Company, Windsor Cresting Style No. 280NC]. 

Side Porch 

The applicant proposes to enclose the side porch with exterior walls and detailing that match the existing 

house as shown in the drawings submitted with this application. The Sanborn Maps first show the existing 

street facing and open side porch in the 1908 edition. The side porch is not original to the residence but is 

historic. 

 

The following work is proposed: 

• The existing slate pent roof will remain. 

• There will be new half-round copper gutters. 

• The siding will be painted wood clapboard siding to match the existing. 

• New wood window to match existing. [Two-over-two Double-Hung Windows manufactured by 

Marvin]. 

• New wood door as shown is compatible with a door of the late 19th and early 20th century. 

• New sawn trim under the window matches the existing. 

• Stoop: Painted wood or 2-inch thick bluestone on poured concrete. 

Discussion 

Commission member, Paul Schmeck, stated that in his opinion, the front porch should follow more 

closely the footprint shown in the 1897, 1902, and 1908 Sanborn maps, which do not indicate a projecting 

porch as proposed. He stated that a veranda / porch that extends straight across the front elevation would 

be more in keeping with the original design of the house as depicted in the Sanborn map plan diagrams. 

He stated that at a minimum, the porch should be subordinate to the projecting bay window to the left of 

the porch. He said he would be receptive to a discussion about moving the proposed posts and railings 

shown in the plan approximately 8-10 inches back towards the front building wall. Commission member, 

Cynthia Byers supported this view and stated that it would be more in keeping with the original 

architect’s plan and more aesthetically pleasing, especially from the right-side elevation view. She also 

felt that a 6 ft. deep front porch would be functional. 
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The applicant emphasized that if the depth of the porch was reduced by 10 inches, the proposed porch 

would be too narrow to provide a viable exterior living space. 

The Historic Preservation Consultant stated that in her opinion, the proposed design provides a sensitive 

and reasonable interpretation of the historic porch based on existing, though incomplete, physical 

evidence.  The bay to the left of the porch projects beyond the proposed porch. The Consultant stated that 

in her opinion, the porch remains subordinate to the bay, because the porch roof segment above the front 

door is set back, separating the bay from the projecting porch. The Consultant stated that the applicant 

should be commended for the high quality of the proposed materials including the restoration of the 

cresting.  

In the Consultant’s opinion, enclosing the side porch as shown in the application does not adversely 

impact the historic character of the building. The applicant has retained the original form of the historic 

porch with the slate roof. The 1908 massing of the residence remains intact. 

The Consultant recommends that the applicants retain the existing drawings and keep careful record of 

the proposed design and the resources and documentation that informed the design.  This documentation 

should be passed onto the next homeowner of 127 Washington Avenue.  If additional evidence regarding 

the historic porch design is uncovered in the future, the owners will have the necessary documentation to 

inform any future modifications to the porch. 

Recommendations 

Commission member, David Appleby, recommended that the application be approved on the condition 

that the applicant submits the manufacturer’s literature for the door at the side of the building. 

Commission member, Kirsten Poliafico, seconded the motion.  Vote:  Toni Bonnette, David Appleby, and 

Kirsten Poliafico approved the motion.  Paul Schmeck and Cynthia Byers opposed the motion. 

The proposed application meets the Standards of Review 135-50. C.5, C.8, and C.13 [Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation #2, #5, and #10] in Haddonfield’s Historic District Ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Cynthia S. Byers 

Chair, Historic Preservation Commission 

 

HPC Members:  Toni Bonnette, Paul Schmeck, Cynthia Byers, David Appleby, and Kirsten Poliafico. 


